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2 VV herein is ſhewed the - Antiquitic 
and uſe of the Merchant of I. 


Staple in relation to the Wooll- 


Grower, Clothier, and 


. © generally tothe whole 
Kinggome : 


AND 


How miſchievous it will be to have 
the Clothier the ſole Buyer of VVooll. 


' Printed in che Yeare 1647. 
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| State of the caſe of the Merchants of 
 _theStapleof England, im Relation to 
the Petition ofthe Clothiers and Manu. 


faturers of Wooll,who endeavour to gain 


tottemſelves the ſole buying of all 
VWooll of E nelaxd & Ireland. 


| | PAPES 

T be benefits accruing to the K1ncnous 

* , bythe Merchants ef the Staple. 

*; F He Wools of moft part of this n! ran 
- *> Kingdeme, being of a mixt nature 

long & ſhort together ; The long only is fie 

for the Combers, who make Stuffs, ;Stock« 

ings,&c.and the ſhort for the Clothier,vwho 

makes Cloth, and as it growes long and 

ſhort together, it is fit either for Clothier | 

nor Comber 'unleſſe it be firſt giyi- 

ded. The Staplers take off from the Grow 

ers the parcels both, long and ſhort, and di. 

—_ a * 


EN. 
. videthe long Fleeces from the ſhort, and in- 
the Fleece the- long Wooll from the ſhort, 
and ſo furniſh both the Clothier and the 
Comber with what is proper for either, in 
the Fleece if they defire i it, which is a con- 
venience that they cannot ha 2ve fromthe 
Grawer, who will ray ſell his whole 
Parcell cogether; 


c is the Stap® 


er 2, Whereas in the long Fleeces there is 
gs <<. ſhort Wooll, and in the ſhort Fleeces long 


5y ule, in'6 Wool, and in both long and ſhort Fleeces | 


- orq lſcycrall 


forty = From there are 'manyf orts courſer and finer: Iris, 


"nd Becks, and hath beenthe Staplers Art to breake the... 
dhe BY , Fleeces into ſeyerall parts, and to ſort the 
Apprentices, Tong from the ſhort, & not only ſo, but they 
7 = anddividethe long Wool into 3 or 4 - 

forts,and-theſhorr Wooll -into 4 or 5 ſorts - 

AGOBL DO and fo the Clothiers and Combers doc uſu: 

=\ ally. buy. from the Staplers any ſort 'of 

EE Wool ; Bag five veer or fix Eck the. 

el FS pound, to-16or '20 the pound, according 

Far tothe ſevetall Torts of Clothand other Ma- 

EE . nufacQures: which they make. And from 

<< timeto; timeithe Spplers have. taken, and 


Tn eo doe 
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+ £408 _ 
doe take Apprenzices, andtheir Apprentices | 
and Iourney-men are imployed in thar part. 
of the miſtery of the. Staplerzin the dividing 
and ſorting of Wools, to the great eale and 


advantage of all ManufaQturets of Wool. - 


-C, . ... An4 k Y. 
3- That the Staplers thus ſorting their wes 5 Soya 


 Wools are uſefull ro Clothiers, both to the Claticr., 


wealthier fort of Clothiers,and to the mea- 


' ner ſort : For althoughthe wealthier ſort 


may have great quantities of Wooll upon 
their hands, yet oftentimes they doe want 
ſome particular ſorts of Woglland doe buy 
them of the Stapler althoughthey have good 
ſtore of other Wooll oftheir owne: So that 
if the rich Clothier muſt tnake uſe of rhe 
Stapler, much more are the Staplers conve- 


'nient forthe middle and meaner fort of Clo- 


thiers, who are able to lay out no more mo- 
ney than for the very ſort of Wooll which 
they areto uſe. * | | Fu IM 


_ Divers Clothi» 
ers in Yorke- 


LN 4. 'That there Are divers places in this ſhire which on- 


Kingdome, as in Yorkſbire, and at Oſweſtree, york our 


' » - Wooll. 
andat other places, vyhere theredwell many ore by 
+ Son _ 


(4). 
Clothiers that make only courſe Cloth,Rugs, 
courſe Cottons and Flannels, and uſe only 


courſe ſorts of Wooll, and buy thoſe ſorts of 


Wooll of the Staplers ready ſorted: whereas - 


they will beto ſecke in their trading, ifthey 
muſt buy all their Wooll of the Grower, 
where they cannot have what is for their 


| turne, but muſt buy both courſe and fine, 


which their ſtock of money or credit will 
- notreach unto. 


And long 
Wooll for 


Gombers, 5. There are divers Combers, as at Nor- 


— _—-- 


; OT upwards into the Countrey to buy every 
Pack of Wooll he ſpends , unleſle there bee 


"1 


ings, &c. and no conſiderable Quantity ES 


Wo” OM 
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It cannot bee bur very prejudiciall to them 


of thoſe parts, if every Stuffe. maker and All rurnihed 
- | «4 - by Staplers, 
Srocking-maker muſt goe a hundred miles 


a third party as the Stapler betwixt 

the Grower and them to ſupply ' them. 

And ina famous * Citie in the Weſt, vwhere* Fer, 
thereare very many Combers, yet are few 

of them able to disburſe ſo much money at 

once as will pay for two Packs of Wooll. 


 -7, That the Clothiers and Combers 
come from all parts to London to (ell their 
Cloth, Stuffes and other Manufactures, and 
when they either cannot ſell them, or clſe 

PO Oo TS Ny? "oP B3 when: 


The Clothiers 
and Combers 
buy of the 
Staplers ar 
Shcer rimc, 


4.7 Hb 
when they have ſold them, they uſually 
come to .the Staplers, and have Wooll 
of them fic for their uſes, whereby their 
Tradeis driven. ; 

8. The Clothiers and Combers doe 
frequently buy Woolls of the Staplers, even 
at Sheere time, when there is plenty of 
Woolls in all Countrics, which they would 
not doe, if they did not findea Convenien- 
cieinit, For it is to be obſeryed that the 


Clothier and Manufacturer of Wool was - 
never reſtrained to buy Wooll when, - 


where and as much and as often .as hce 


pleaſed, 


 _ — 
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The Inconvenience and eMiſchiefe 
to the Kingdome,. if the Staplers 
ſhould bereſtrained tobuy Wool and 

Hſe t heir I rade. 


1. I will bce miſchievous tothe Lords, Sel v#in; 
of the Clui::- 


- © Knights, Gentlemen, and Farmers of cr villbemit: 


chicyous to ail 


., this Kingdome, who have great Parcels Growers tha: 


of Wooll, if the Stapler be reſtrained ;- Be- pare fie” 


parcells, 


F- cauſe ſuch Growers will bee bound not. 

"onely to ſell to the Clothiers in Generall, 
L and none elfe , but to the richeſt ſort of wiich 1ich 

| Clothiers, the meaner ſort not being able to 4 pn 


arc ablc ro 


compaſle them,who will cithcr make them 7; 


Growers haye 


{ell their Wooll as they liſt, or keepit on kpcir 45,6 

their hands. And its wel known, that divers box be oncly 
» . ne 

growers have bin forced to keep their Wools ers aker the 

|  - 3,4,075 ycares upon their hands, though it Exrjuce.? 


lay 


£ 


(S) 
lay very neare the Clothiers, and have 
beene faine to fell it ar laſt to the Stap- 


 Ters, 


Miſchievousr» - 2. And very 111 wil it fare-vvith ſuch Grows 

Growers that * 'q- . Es 

are in remore ENS AS live in remote parts of the Kingdom, 

rms farre diſtant from Clothiers ; becauſe the 
Wooll willlz e onthe Growershands, efpe- 
cially if cheape, which will ſoone bee, if 


the Clothier bee the onely buyer. 


AndallGror- = 3. Beſides great damage will it beto all 
neceſſcared o Growers which are accultomed or neceſsi- 
eo for raredto ſell theirwools at ſheertime for mo- 
niesto getin their Harveſts,(whoare a very ' 
conſiderable number throughout the King- 
dome) becaule if the Clothiers be the ole 


Buyers,they will buy at leiſure, and at what 
price they plcale. RT ptr 


that have wool 


of mixt nature 4... 2 haye their Wools of a mixt [nature 


long and ſhore ! 62 ibs 
as in Kenr,Ef- | | -K aut: £C. 
ent long and ſhort rogether, as itis in Kent, £ | 

| 7: £1008 
s . 


RE  . Much loſſe will itbe to ſach Grow: 


*, 


— 


| 


the Comber, and the whole parcell together 


Go (9) 199 
ſex, Bucks , Warwick, Lincolne , and moſt 
Countries of this Kingdome, if the Staplers 7 %orris 


{ I Tie b« lothi- 


be reſtrained ; Becaule the ſhort wooll is: the long 
"Nr Ine CL 


onely fit for the Clothier, and the long for ver. 


The whole 


is it for neither, except it be devided : The parcel! 6e for 

| $5. Sender, 
Staplers take off from the Growers the tt Scapter 
whole parcell being long and ſhort, where. © 
25 Otherwiſe the Grower muſt take two 


Chapmen for one and the ſame parcell, or 


keep his Wooll in his hands. 


5. It will bee a great detriment to all Growers farre 


Growers, ( who farre exceed Clothiers in © 
number) if their Wools bee nor taken off 
in conyenient time ; for thereby Tenants They'll be dif- 
will be diſabled to pay their Rents, and ke. 
Growers bee deſtitute. of monies, if the 


Clothicr be the onely buyer. 


6. It will bee a great dammage to all 4" muſt nor 


Z f keep their 
Growers. if none but Clothiers ſhall buy Wools abore « 
: yeare by the 


Wooll ; Becauſe Growers were enfor-%a:. 
ced to ell their Wooll within a yeare, and 
gt C to 


ak 
£1, | 


G3) 
totake what price ſoever the Clothier will 
give him, or elſe incurre the penalty of 


the Statute which gives ten ſhillings up- 
ona Tod forfeiture, if the Grower keep it a- 


bovea yearebeing offeredthe generall price: + 


Wool 1s then at. 


7. And whereas by the Statute of 5 and 
6 Edy.6.cap.7. none were to buy Wool! 
butthe Clothier andthe Stapler , the Brog- 
ger and Iobber being reſtrained,upon com- 
plaint of the Growers that their Wools 
were not taken off their hands, although 
both Clothier artd Stapler were buyers. 
Thereupon by the Statute of 21 Jac: that 
Law of 5 and 6 Edv. 6. was repealed, 


: and fo it was left free for all men to bay 


Wooll; ſo thar if it were thought inconve-. 
nient to the Growers when buying of. 
Wooll was in the hands both of the Clo- 
thier and Stapler , what would it be if it: 
ve left tothe Clothier onely ? 


8. And whereas it1s intimated by the 
Clothiers 


oy 130 
Clothiers, that they doe uſe all the Wooli 
of this Kingdome, and doe pretend tha: 
they will give the Growers as good a price, 
as whenibuying of Wooll is at general! 
liberty : and ſothat whatthey deſire in be- 
ing the onely buyers, {hall be rather for the 


benefit than loſſe of the Wooll-Growers. 


For Anſwer, Tistrue the Clothiers and 
other ManufaQturers ule all the YVooll 
for their ſeveralluſes> but they ufe itattheir 
-ovne leiſure , and their leiſure will nota- 
gree with the occaſions of the VVYooll- 
Grower : And what ever they may pre- 
tend forgiving the. Grower as good a price 
for wooll, conſtant Experience, and com- 
mon Reaſon teacheth , that if the Clothi- 
ers bee the ſole buyers, they will take off 
the Wooll from the Grower at what time 
they pleaſe, and at what price they pleaſe, 
As 1s before expreſled. | 


Ch Objefion 


(12) A 


Objeftiou 1. The Clothiers pretend that | 
they can and doe make out in cloth | 
all the Vooll that they buy , whe- | 
ther long or ſhort, and ſo cantake | 
off all Wooll from the Grower with- ; 
out the Stapler. 


Anſ. 1. It is a knownething that long 
Wooltis not fit for cloth, and there- 
fore the Clothiers in generall, if they 
have any long Wooll, they fell away 
theirlong Wooll and courſe YVooll 
againe to Staplers or Combers, and 
the Combers ſell away their ſhort 0 
VVooll tq the Staplers and Clo- | 


thiers. 


{ſhort together, hee muſt lay out his 
ſtock unneceſſarily for a. preat part. 


2. If the Clothiers uſe all Wooll 
in cloth , they ſpoile 2 very great 
part of it, for long VVooll is worth 

twelye 


And if 2a Clothier buy long and 
| 


| | (33) 
| ewelye pence per pound to the Com-. 4 J| 
- | SI ber, which is not wortheight pence : 
Xo per pound to the Clothier : And- 
ſhort Wooll, which is nor uſefull ar 
all to the Comber, is onely proper 
forthe Clothier. 


Obje. 2. The Clothiers can fort their 
Wools themſelves, and ſo need no 
Stapler to ſort for them. 


Anſy. 1. Thatthough the Clothiers can 7 Spe: 


fort the Wool} 


ſort Wooll fir for their ovwne uſes, they buy «fs 
. lothicrs', at- 
yet they neither can, nor doe (ort for cer the ome 
; 4 d b 
other mens uſes , which appeares by theCionxr,? 
this reaſon , for that all the ſorts of 
Wools which the Clothiers (ell ro 
| Staplers, the Staplers are faine to 
ſort them over againe before they 


can ſell them to bee uſefull for any 


body. 


_— —— 
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| Obje. 3. The Staplers are Ingroſſers and 
| Foxre-ſtallers,' 


C 3 Anſw. 


04) nag 

Anſw. 1-. A free Subject exerciſing his 
Trade cannox bee ſaidin, ſo doing to 
bee a Fore-ſtaller or Ingrofler , and 
by the particulars aforeſaid it appears 
that che Staplers are farre from bein 
Ingroflers or Fore-ſtallers , for their 
livelyhood is onely by the buying, 
ſorting, dividing, and fitting all ſorts 
of Wooll to all forts of ManufaQu- 
rers ; and the Staplers ſell Wooll at 

 allcimes,allthe yearc,be Wooll cheap 
or deare ; and are, and ever were, 
a neceſſary party, continued both in 


Relationto the Wooll-Grower and 
Clothier. 


2. That many of the Clothiers 
themſelves doe pradtice that which 
they unjuſtly complaine of againſt 
the Staplers ; for many Clothiers 
doe Foreftall and Ingroſſle Wool, 
onely to ſell ir againe, and doe ell 


againe what they might ule. 


Objeft. 


(15) 


Obje&. 4. The Wooll-Grower , as before _ 


Anſw. 


by the Stat. 5. Edw- 6.' cap. 7. was 
limited to a certaine time wherein 
to ſell his Wooll, and ſbir's fit the 


Stapler ſhould ſell his Wool off with. - 


in fix M oneths after he buyeth ir. 


That limitation was one cauſe why 
that Stat, was repealed, and the rea- 


ſon of it will inducenot to limit the 


Stapler ; for if you limit him to ſell 
off by ſacha time, you muſt appoinc 


. him a Chapmanto takeit from him 


at 2 juſt rate : To compell mee to 
fell when there is no Chapman to 
bay, -it-cannot bee. 'A Parliament 


13% 


-man *'aftirmed , he was forced to * $ir aucwne;.., | 


keep his Wooell' five yeares in a great 
clothing Countrey, and fo Clothier, 
or Manufacturer of Wooll- would 
buy it, untill at Jengch he ſould ic 
zo a Stapler : And this hath been the 


_ caſe -of many hundred of Wooll- 


Growers of the Kingdome: 
| | Objed:; 


WT 


Liveſey, 


*G? 


Objett: 


.buteven diſpe 
. . grant what he askes, and a feyy years 


) 


3. If the Stapler be of ſo much uſe 


and-adyantage to the Clothier and | 
' Manufacturer of Wooll , as is be- 
fore.in many particulars expreſſed ; 


how: comes. it to paſſe that the Clos 


thier now labours totally ro ſup- 
preſſe and extirpate the Merchant of 
the Staple ? 


The ſhort andtrue Anſwer is, the - 


. Clothier ſeckes onely his private 
- profit, -which farre exceedes his 


uſe and benefit by the Stapler ; 


Hee hath already in his owne con- 


ceit , not oy ſwalloyycd downe, 
ed a Monopoly. For 


will make him rich, and the King- 
dome poore., 


And it is to bee obſerved, that 


though the Clothiers do maliciouſly 
in their Petition intermixe the Stap- 
lers with the Broggers and-Iobbers, 

| | nader 


(8) 


under .the common Title of Ingroſlers ;. 


- That.the Staplers arc an ancicnt Socierie, 
and hayc been Incorporated 15. Edw. 3. And 
3 Eliz. and both Charters contlined by ſe- 
verall Acts of Parliament, and have had a 
conſtant allowed Trade inall times in buy- 
ing and (cling of Woolls, and have been al- 
wayes buyersof Woollas well as the Clo- 
thiers. Irs. true the iBrogpers and Iobbers 
are Interlopersin the buying and ſelling of 
. Woolls, and arc increaſed andgrowne ex- 
 traordinary numerous fince the 21 yeare of 
-* K. James, and more eſpecially of late years, 
being Inne-keepers, Taylors, Glovers, &c, 

Soas by allthePremiſles it plainly appeares, 
/ iThatthe Clothicrs endeayour, 


1. To obtainea Monopoly, vix..a Privi- 
ledge of becing the onely buyers: of wooll, 
which they, neyer yet had; but nowv feck it 
for their owne priyateends and 'to enrich. 
themſelycs wehich if ſuffered will undoethe 
Grower ; thoughthe Clothiers ſeemingly 
| Pretend the good of theKingdome. 

TO ER 8: D 2. . That: 


133 


| 651 


-2-- Thar they would put down the Stap- 
lers, who are of an ancient Profeſion; and 
have tio other lively: hocd but from: buying 
of Wooll; and'would er themſelves up'in 
intheir Trade : For a Clothier under colour 
of making ſome Cloth * may buy -what, 
Wooll he pleaſe, and fell it agarne ; -2and ſo 
the Clothiers will uſe; "and :ingrofie the 
Staplers Tradeas well as their owne Trade 
of Clothing- _ : i 
__ Allwhichthe: Iriconvedienits afojefail - 
will-occurre; and many more, which-at 
preſent upon ſo greatan Innovarione cannot 


FRO be forcleen or aaereryif JG; 


/ of. 
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